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EDITORS
WELCOME

WE WELCOME YOUR
THOUGHTS AND
FEEDBACK ON
THIS ISSUE.

Welcome to the first issue of Agri-view magazine. This magazine is dedicated
to both the agricultural and farm model scene in Ireland.

By Peter Niblock

THIS FIRST ISSUE IS PACKED WITH SOME VERY INTERESTING ARTICLES TO ENJOY. EXPERT
MODEL BUILDER BRIAN O’REILLY GIVES US A VERY INFORMATIVE LOOK AT THE HOWARD
ROTASPREADER AND THE REPLICA 1:32 MODEL WHICH HE SCRATCH BUILT.
We also have two farm
reports, a contractor focus
and drivers review.
There have been many new
farm models released in
the last year with more due
soon in the next few months.
Peter Gaffney reviews both
the Britain’s and Siku version
of the New Holland T8 390
and gives us an insight
into the real machine. We
continue the New Holland
theme with a look at
Campbell Ward’s New Holland

based diorama.
The Autumn time brings in the Farm
model show season. We have a
collectors interview as well as a step
by step modelling guide by expert
Phil Magolan.
It has been a very wet summer with
the cancellation of many vintage and
agricultural shows. However new
world records for Combine harvesters
and forage harvesters have been
achieved here in Ireland. Well done
to all involved.

I would like to say a big thank you
to all those who have contributed or
helped in any way. This issue would
not have been possible without your
time, work and guidance.
I welcome your thoughts and
feedback on this issue. If you have
any suggestions on future articles
or would be interested in writing an
article please do get in touch.
Happy reading.
Email us:
kiwibap@yahoo.co.uk
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BLAKISTON-HOUSTON
ESTATE
Blakiston-Houston estate is situated in the Craigantlet
hills, Dundonald overlooking the city of Belfast.
BLAKISTON + HOUSTON FARM 800 ACRES SPLIT OVER THREE UNITS.
Photos by Sam Watson

C ON T RAC TO R S O W ING MA IZ E
Blakiston-Houston originally farmed
in the Orangefield area of Belfast.
Orangefield Park in East Belfast was
the family home of the Houston
family in the 18th century.

RE Y N OL D S U N I T

The Houston estate extended
to almost 300 acres. The name
Blakiston-Houston came about when
the Blakiston and Houston families
joined names through marriage.

The Blakiston-Houston Estate has a
herd of 400 cows which is split over
two units. The autumn calving herd
of 250 cows is based at the farm’s
Reynolds unit with the 150 Spring
Calving herd at the Carrowreagh unit.
The farm rear all their own young
stock with 230 head of stock at
present.

The Blakiston-Houston estate was
later sold with land purchased near
Dundonald.

The herd is all A.I. bred and is
achieving 7750 litres with 2 ton of
meal being fed. The herd is diet fed.

The farm is predominantly a dairy
herd with some crops grown. In
recent years land has been sold off
for housing development and this
has been reinvested into state of
the art dairy housing and milking
parlours.

Blakiston-Houston operate a three
cut silage system with 400 acres of
first cut, 330 acres of second cut
and 90 acres of third cut. 50 acres of
Winter Wheat and 60 acres of maize
are also grown. This is all carried out
by contractors

The farm uses a contractor to spread
fertiliser on silage ground and for
slurry spreading in the spring.
Blakiston-Houston spread slurry with
a trailing shoe system at other times
of the year. This has achieved good
results.
The farm’s machinery fleet is made
up of a MF 6480, MF 6290, and MF
5465, two Cat tele handlers and 2 New
Holland 7740, one fitted with a loader.
ANAEROBIC DIGESTER.
The first Hochreiter AD unit in
Northern Ireland was built at
Blakiston-Houston’s Carrowreagh
farm. After a lot of research and
visits to AD plants in Europe, building
(Pic 2) started in April 2011 with the
generator starting in January 2012.

5
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It was built as an economical viable
enterprise using waste from the
livestock enterprises and energy
crops grown on the farm whilst using
existing farm labour and machinery.
The AD unit takes up around a
hectare. The AD unit at BlakistonHouston is a 250kw Hochreiter
anaerobic digester with expansion
capability to 500kw.
The digester is a ring-in-ring system
with a 32 metre outer ring and 22
metre inner ring. These tanks are 6
metres deep with a capacity of 2400
m3 in the outer ring and 2200m3 in
the inner ring. A surface mixer in
the outer ring (‘Mississippi paddle
wheel’) with two below surface
mixers keep the digestate moving
round this outer ring.
Slurry is fed in to the outer ring
through a 7 metre by 4 metre
(150m3) reception tank connected
to a central pumping station and
silage is fed through a Fliegl feeder.
Digestate flows from the outer to the
inner ring as feedstock is added. The

FLIEGL DIET FEEDER
floor, wall and lid of the tanks are
insulated and the digester kept at a
temperature of around 42 degrees c.
Gas is collected from the inner and
outer rings and fed into a 250 kW
Deutz CHP engine installed in the
CHP house. Electricity produced is
fed through a control box to supply
farm usage and to the grid.
An additional 22 metre diameter
by 6 metre deep store has been
built for digestate storage and
future expansion of the system. An
existing above ground slurry store
is connected into the system to
facilitate movement of slurry from
the farm units to the AD units and

digestate back out unto the land.
The digester runs 24/7. There are
times when it is not running, eg for
servicing. Out of 8760 hours in a year
Blakiston-Houston aim for it to be
working 8000+ hours.
The majority of the operation is
automatic but time has to be spent
filling the feeder with silage and
transferring slurry and digestate
to and from the unit. Time is also
spent monitoring and controlling the
operation.
PERFORMANCE DATA.
The digester produces biogas (50-52%
methane) which powers a 250 KW
CHP engine producing electricity and
heat. Around 25% of the electricity is
used on the farm and the remainder
is sold through the national grid.
Approximately 33% of the heat
is used to maintain the digester
temperature (around 42 degrees

6
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BLAKISTON-HOUSTON
ESTATE

PIC 3 - INSIDE FLIEGL
DIET FEEDER

c) and the intention is to use the
surplus heat to dry wood for the
farm’s wood chip enterprise.

It will digest around 6,000t slurry
and 4,000t grass silage, 1,500t whole
crop wheat and 1,000t maize silage
per year, producing biogas to run
the 250kW combined heat and power
plant

The total cost of the unit was
around £1.2 million with pay back
time expected within 5-7 years.
The payback period depends on
individual circumstances such as
having use for the spare heat,
borrowing required, grants received,
tax situation etc.

AD technology has been developed
on the continent, especially in
Europe where the main energy crop
used is maize silage. Maize silage
is the ideal crop for a digester.
Blakiston-Houston want to use grass
silage as the main energy crop and
are learning how to do this.

The digester is being fed 4 ton of
whole crop wheat and 17 ton of
grass silage daily equating to around
450 kgs every half hour. (Pic 3)

Large capital requirement combined
with increased management
responsibility are the cons of the
digester. However the pros of the
AD are that it provides additional
income to the farm. Also digestate
spread on the land is less smelly and
of a higher value than slurry with
reduced farm greenhouse gases.
Blakiston-Houston have also had
three 75kw vestas 17 wind turbines
installed at their Reynolds unit.

PIC 2 - 250KW DEUTZ ENGINE

PIC 4 - INNER TANK
CONSTRUCTION
These have become a new landmark
in the Craigantlet hills and can be
seen from Comber and beyond.
These are constantly switched on
and are working at 20% output.
These are supplying power to the
grid. These wind turbines require
little labour and do not take up
much space on the farm.
I asked Ivor Lowry the farm manager
which was more profitable, growing
grass to feed cows or to run the
digester. He replied, “This is the big
question that everyone asks. Only
time will tell.”
Blakiston-Houston aim to develop the
business to ensure sustainability and
employment in the long term based
on integration with the farming
enterprises.
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A to Z
of FARM SAFETY

A

ALWAYS consider SAFETY on the farm.

N

B

BULLS: Beware of aggressive animals on your farm. Cull
cross bulls, cows and rams before it is too late!

O

C

CHILDREN: Always supervise children on the farm,
especially when machinery operations are taking place.
Children under 13 are not permitted to ride on tractors or
farm machinery.
DRAWBARS: Never let anyone ride on the drawbar of
your tractor or any other machinery. Do not allow anyone
ride in an open trailer.
ELECTRICITY can kill. Beware of overhead power lines
and underground cables. Have your electrical installation
and equipment checked regularly.
FORESTRY and tree felling. Stay clear of tree felling
operations. Attend a chain saw course and wear the
appropriate safety clothing.
GAS: Slurry gases can kill. Remove all stock from slatted
sheds before agitating. Never enter a shed when slurry is
being agitated. Close agitation point after each use.
HORSES: Some horses can be dangerous. Always wear
safety equipment e.g. helmet when handling or riding
horses. Be wary of being kicked by horses.
INSPECT: Check safety equipment on your farm
regularly, e.g. machinery safety covers, PTO guards, fire
extinguishers and First Aid kits.
JAWS: The jaws of shear grabs should be parked closed
when not in use. Park machinery safely.

P

KEEP CLEAR of machinery such as tractors and
telehandlers around the farmyard. Wear high visibility
clothing.
LIVESTOCK: Make sure you have proper livestock
handling facilities. Have an escape route planned when
inspecting stock in an open field.

X

MACHINERY: Ensure safety covers and PTO guards are
kept in place on all farm machinery. Avoid wearing loose
clothing near machinery-a boiler suit is ideal.

Z

D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
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Q
R
S
T
U
V

Y

NEVER start a tractor when you are standing on the
ground alongside it.
OVERTURN: Remember to stay in the cab in the
event of an overturn. Know your tractor - Know your
ground.
PESTICIDES and other toxic chemicals: Keep them
out of the reach of children. Read the label and follow
the manufacturer’s advice on proper use, storage and
disposal.
QUAD bikes should only be used by trained
personnel. Always wear a safety helmet.
ROOFS: Roof work on farms should be avoided. It’s a
job for the professional with the proper equipment and
expertise.
SUPERVISION of new and vunerable people (workers
or younger family members) is essential due to their
lack of experience.
TRAINING is essential for young and vunerable
workers on your farm.
UNTIDY: Poorly maintained farmyards can lead
to accidents. Keep your farm free from slip and trip
hazards.
VISION: Your eyesight is vital - protect it by wearing
safety glasses or goggles when using angle grinders
and similar equipment.
WARNING SIGNS should be erected to warn
the public of dangers or hazards such as “Tractors
Crossing”, “Beware of Bull”.
XTRA: Be extra careful when there are children or
elderly people on the family farm. Restrict access to
dangerous ponds, tanks, unstable heights etc.
YOU and YOUR FAMILY: Take every precaution
to remain safe and healthy. Assess every farm task
carefully for potential dangers or risks. Organise and
complete tasks with safety in mind.
ZOONOTIC DISEASES and infections which can
be transmitted from animals to humans. E.g. TB,
Toxoplasmosis, Weil’s Disease, E.Coli ...Wear gloves
when handling livestock. Always wash your hands
after being in contact with animals.
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First Edition

NEW
HOLLAND
T8.390

e

ur

m
ow
d

black whereas the Siku model is
white. The Ad-Blue tank cap in blue
is evident along with the cab steps
painted silver where the Siku model
is all black.
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T HE BR I TAINS NEW H OLLAND T8 .3 9 0

PETER G AFFNEY REVIEWS THE B RITAIN’ S AND
SIKU V ERSIONS OF THE NEW HOLLAND T8.390.
PHOTOS BY P ETER GAFFNEY AND WAYN E D OU GL AS .
New Holland and Ford model collectors have been spoilt for
choice in recent times with the release of a number of classic
and modern blue models.
Britains and Siku both chose to produce a 1:32 model of the
New Holland T8.390 which is the top model in the T8. range
There are five models available in the New Holland T8 range.
The T8.275 starts at 273hp with the T8.390 at 389hp.
From first impressions, the Siku New Holland T8.390 would
appear to win all the prizes but when you get down with a
collectors eagle eye, the Britains’ version gets the gold medal.
Starting with wheels and hubs, the Britains model clearly
shows the front hub and the rear wheel weights are painted

Britains also have rear mudguard
extensions in black and a very
detailed cab interior with the shuttle
lever, intelliview monitor and side
console all very well highlighted and
detailed along with the New Holland
emblem on the steering wheel. The
lights are all highlighted and the
wipers are evident on the front and
drivers right hand side windscreen.
Both manufacturers have fitted GPS
receivers on the tractor roof. The
Britain’s model has only one beacon
fitted where as the Siku model has
two fitted.
The only let down on the Britains
model is that the bonnet does not
open to reveal the engine detail and
the four work lights which sit just
above the front weight block are also
missing from the model. The model
does show the intake side and
bonnet grills in black.
The Siku model does have its
standard front linkage frame whereas
9
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the Britains does not. The Britain’s
model is fitted with front weights.
The under carriage of the Britains
model does show the drive line
to the front axle whereas the Siku
model drive line is moulded into the
metal frame.

There was a Zwolle 2011 show
model of the T8.300 from Siku which
did highlight a lot of the above
mentioned details that Britains has
as standard. The Zwolle model also
had a driver wearing a New Holland
overalls and a front weight block

Overall the two models
measurements are similar with
the only difference being the paint
colour with the Britains model being
marginally a darker shade of New
Holland blue.

fitted. It also had a child seated
in the passenger seat. The third
variation from Siku was a ‘Blue
Power’ model of the T8.390 which
highlighted a lot more that the
standard Siku model.

The Britains model retails for around
£18 while the Siku costs £22. Both
are great value. The Siku model
would be more suitable to be used
as a toy while the Britains would
look good on a diorama.

Overall the two models
measurements are similar with
the only difference being the paint
colour with the Britains model being
marginally a darker shade of New
Holland blue.

OVERALL THE
TWO MODELS
MEASUREMENTS ARE
SIMILAR WITH THE ONLY
DIFFERENCE BEING THE
PAINT COLOUR
BRITAINS & SIKU NEW HOLLANDS
10
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PETER GAFFNEY VISITS COUNTRY CREST FARMING
TO FIND OUT THEIR VERDICT ON THE NEW HOLLAND
T8.390 TRACTOR AND KANE TRI-AXLE 25 TONNE HALF
PIPE TRAILER.
When New Holland launched the
T8 series, it was seen as a totally
new tractor from the previous
T8050 range with a new engine, cab
and a bold new appearance. The
engine is an FPT (Fiat Powertrain
Technologies) Cursor 9 with an 8.7ltr
capacity developing a maximum
of 389 horsepower. It has high
pressure common rail injection,
together with SCR (Selective Catalytic
Reduction) technology to meet the
Tier 4 engine emission regulations.
The transmission is a fuel power
shift with 19 forward and 4 reverse
gears, with a maximum lift capacity
of 10,200kg; this tractor is capable of
lifting the heaviest of implements.

mounted Kverneland plough which
it does with ease, cruising along at
1500 engine rpm.

The cab interior is far more spacious
and the ‘sidewinder’ console adds to
ease of control and comfort for the
driver. When Michael and Gabriel
Hoey of Country Crest Farming
decided to purchase this tractor, they
did so with a number of factors in
mind. The tractor had to be able
to handle the farms 8 furrow semi-

With the ongoing rise in diesel
prices, fuel consumption was also
a factor and this tractor has lived
up to expectations here, consuming
less than the previous T 8050. “This
tractor is the most powerful that
we have ever had on the farm and
there seems to be no end to the raw
power and torque that is produces”,

NEW HOLLA ND T8 .3 9 0 & KA NE TRI-AX L E HAL F PI PE T RAI L ER

Ireland’s Farm and Model Magazine

says farm manager, Paul Daly.
The tractor is used to pull the 6m
Sumo deep cultivator and has
worked the 6m Maschio rotavator
and ridger combination for a short

time during the potato planting
season. For haul duties, it is hitched
to the farm’s Kane tri axle 25 tonne
half pipe trailer. Michael Hoey was
very impressed with the build quality
of the Kane and says that it can easily
equal or in most cases better it’s
European manufactured competitors.
The first Kane arrived to the farm
in 2007 and when the decision to
purchase a trailer for the T8.390, the
Kane was deemed to be the obvious
choice. It has a rear steering axle
with electronic governed braking on
a full air system. The widest tyres
available are fitted to help elevate soil
compaction. Most of all, it meets all
the European Regulations for trailer
manufacturing.
Farm manager, Paul, also comments
that with the T8.390 having a
longer wheel base than the T 8050
predecessor and the trailer having a
well positioned axle configuration,
there is a very smooth driving
experience and an exceptional
balance between both tractor and
trailer.
11
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PAUL & JOE FINNEGAN

FROM FIELD
TO FORK!
BL ACK LI ON POTATO ES. BROTH ERS PA U L AN D
J OE FI N N EG AN FARM 1 7 0 0 A CRES IN BAL RAT H ,
N AVAN , C O. M EATH.

BY PETER NIBLOCK

harrow with a guttler press and Lely drill. With this outfit
they average 80 acres per day depending on conditions in
a typical 12 hour day.
The Finnegan brothers operate a John Deere T660 and a
new Claas 660 combine. The Claas 660 was purchased this
year with 4wd due to worsening ground conditions. A 2002
Claas Lexion 460 which gave great service was traded in
for the 660.
BLACKLION POTATOES.

Their father Eddie started a contracting business in
the late 1960’s. He baled a lot of small square bales
establishing a good hay and straw business. He then
progressed to cutting corn with two combines on the go.
As the business grew more land was acquired and he
started growing a small acreage of potatoes in the early
nineties. Recently the Finnegan brothers have been
growing and packaging potatoes for leading supermarkets
as well as growing cereals.
1200 acres of cereals are grown on the farm. 700 acres of
Winter wheat, 300 acres of Winter Barley and 100 acres
each of Oil seed rape and Spring Barley.
Most of the grain is sold through local merchants.
The barley straw is sold to local farmers while a large
percentage of the wheat is sold on contract to Monaghan
Mushrooms.
They are getting around 10 4x4 bales in barley straw per
acre and 4-5 big square bales (8x4x4) per acre.
They sow their cereals with a 6m Kverneland power

The farm employs 20 full time staff with 5-8 people part
time.
A good and reliable staff team ensures that all work goes
smoothly throughout the year. Mick and Marcus look after
the mechanical side while Gavin, Brian and Kevin look
after the field work.
Four hundred acres of potatoes are grown under the
Blacklion potato name.
The name Blacklion originates from a local landmark in
which a natural spring supplies water to a stone through
a shape of a lion’s head. This dates back to 1855 and is
known locally as the lion’s mouth. All the farms potato
bags and machinery fleet have this distinctive logo on
them.
The farm grows Homeguard and Queens as early varieties
with Rooster and Kerr Pinks as main crops. These are all
grown and packed specially for Dunnes Stores. The farm

12
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40 acres of earlies are grown with ten acres under plastic
and an additional 50 acres of Roosters. They have chosen
to go more than two hours south to grow potatoes due to
a more favourable climate and for fresher ground. They
were able to plant early potatoes at the end of January in
2012. This helps them to market potatoes earlier and have
a continous supply.
This year all the Blacklion potato crops will be fridge
stored and the Finnegans aim to have everything
harvested by the end of October.
The farm operates two self propelled Grimme harvesters.
They have a 2002 Grimme Gbs 1700 and a 2007 Grimme
Varitron 270 harvester.

has a pack house with full washing and packing facilities
to pack potatoes from 1kg to 10kg packs.
The Rooster is Ireland’s most popular potato accounting
for 56% of the national potato area. With its red skin,
yellow flesh and high (c. 22%) dry matter the ‘Rooster’
gives a genuinely unique ‘taste’ experience compared to
many other potato varieties.
The total production area of potatoes in Ireland for 2011
is estimated at 10,000 hectares (Source: Department of
Agriculture Food & Marine). 26% of Irelands potatoes
are grown in the Meath area with 13% grown in County
Wexford.
The Finnegans rent around 80% of the 1700 acres which
they farm. 100 acres are rented in Wexford for potato
production.

Paul explains,”We bought the Grimme self propelled as it
was the only harvester which had a track based system
working in Ireland. A lot of our land is heavy and trailed
machines were getting hard to travel with the wheel
damaging the next drill.”
Paul would prefer not to have a huge self propelled
harvester but he quotes, “You can practically dig in any
condition once it’s dry overhead. Over the season you will
get more digging hours from a self propelled harvester.”
A trailed harvester will probably dig as much in a day
but the Finnegans are supplying supermarkets and they
need to harvest their crop whatever the weather. However
the drawback of a self propelled is the higher cost of
maintenance.
On a twelve hour day the Blacklion team can harvest
15 acres a day or 1.25 per hour with each machine. All
potatoes that are going to fridge storage are harvested
into boxes.
The farm has a Larrington Guardian box loading trailer. This
trailer is fully foam covered with giiling cushion locks and
a level fill hydraulic system. This trailer works very well
and the system of box to fridge has reduced damage.
With consumer habits changing and the increase in ready
meals I asked Paul whether potato sales were decreasing
and what the future of the industry was.
Paul answers, “Sales of raw potatoes have decreased
but people are buying them in different form likes chips
and wedges.” Prices are still determined by supply and
demand. I would love to see a chip factory set up in
Ireland to eliminate some of the low cost selling.
13
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MACHINERY FLEET.
T HE F I N N EGA NS UNDERTA KE TH E MA J ORI T Y OF
THEI R MAC HINERY WO RK TH EMSELVE S T HE Y M AY
BRI N G I N CONTRACTORS FO R B IG SQU ARE B AL I N G
AN D HED G ECUT TING.
John Shelbourne Transport is responsible for all the
transport of machinery and potatoes to and from the
fields.
Their fleet is predominantly John Deere. Their father
bought a JD 2130 off Peter Timmons when Meath Farm
Machinery was set up. They thought it was a great tractor
and have bought John Deeres ever since. Service and back
up and good dealer location have also been factors in
staying with John Deere.
The fleet consists of 9 John Deeres from a 1989 JD 4450 to
a 2008 JD 8430. A 2000 John Deere 7710 has over 10,000
hours and is still going like clock work.
In 2011 they bought a Case Puma 210 from Midlouth
Garage. They have an older Case MX 270 and decided to
opt for another Case as they were better priced than a
new John Deere. Paul says,” It’s a lovely all round tractor
with plenty of power but it is still early days.”
The farm operates three sprayer units to cover its different
crops. A Gem Sapphire self propelled sprays at the local
farms, alongside a trailed 832 sprayer. A JCB 2140 was
purchased this year with a Case 24 metre sprayer and
front tank. It has proved a success as it has been able

to cope better with the deep tramlines which have been
common in 2012.
I asked Paul what his favourite machine was. He replied, ”My
favourite time of the year is the grain harvest. It’s good to
get out on the combine in a good field of wheat. With autosteer on the JD T660 it makes driving an awful lot easier.”
Paul took part in the Combines for Charity record event
saying “It was a great day out and a lot of credit must go the
event organisers and to the combine owners and operators
who took part.”
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WE LOVE OUR POTATOES IN IRELAND

AND SO WE SHOULD!

Think of potatoes as power on the plate.
Rich in carbohydrates, potatoes are a fantastic fuel for our bodies. Unadulterated
and unprocessed, they are probably the best and most delicious source of
starchy energy in our diets and in a world where many carbohydrates are so
processed that they are devoid of essential nutrients, the potato stands head
and shoulders above the rest. Aside from the starchy carbohydrate, potatoes
also contain some protein, little or no fat and have almost twice the amount
of fibre as the same amount of brown rice.
Fibre

Vitamin C

1.2 milligrams

6 milligrams

Potassium
280 milligrams

Calcium

Carbohydrate

5 milligrams

17 milligrams

Phosphorus

Riboflavin

31 milligrams

0.02 milligrams

...& Virtually

Niacin

0.5 milligrams

FAT FREE!

(0.1g per 100g)

Thiamine

0.18 milligrams

Protein

1.8 milligrams

Iron

0.4 milligrams

Spud Trivia
4 In October 1995 the potato became the first vegetable to be grown in space! NASA wanted
to develop super-nutritious and versatile spuds to feed astronauts on long space voyages.
4 Potatoes contain more potassium than banana.
4 The word ‘spud’ comes from spuds, which were used to dig holes for potatoes.
4 The worlds biggest potato was grown in Germany in 1997 weighing in at 3.2kg – the same
weight as a small dog.
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POTATO & SPRING ONION CHAMP
Preparation time: 5 mins
Cooking Time: 20 mins
Serves: 4
Traditional Irish dish of fluffy mashed potatoes with heaps
of Irish butter, spring onions softened in milk, and chives
stirred through.
Ingredients
900g potatoes, peeled
8 spring onions, chopped
4 scallions, trimmed and left whole
300ml milk
1 tbsp finely chopped chives
100g butter
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Directions
Boil potatoes in lightly salted boiling water until just tender.
Drain and mash. Meanwhile, cook scallions in simmering
milk to soften. Drain, reserving milk and scallions
separately. Reserve whole onions for decoration. Add milk
and 50g butter to potatoes, mashing well. Stir in chopped
scallions and chives. Season with salt and freshly ground
black pepper. Spoon into a warmed serving dish, or
individual dishes and decorate with whole scallions. Top
with remaining butter to melt and drizzle down the side.
Tip: For best results with this recipe try to use Rooster
potatoes.
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BRIAN O’REILLY
W EL L K N OW N SCRATCH BUILDER BRIA N O’R E I L LY U N D ERTOOK A
HOWAR D 250 ROTA SP REA DER B UILD E ARL I ER T HI S Y EAR . B RI AN
I N TROD UC ES THE HOWA RD RANGE A ND TAK ES U S T HROU GH T HI S
CLASSI C BUILD.
BY BRIAN O’REILLY

The Howard name was first seen on a machine
in 1912 in Australia built by the original founder
Arthur Clifford Howard, a rotary tiller which the
Australians credited him with the invention of
the rotary hoe. He worked in England during WW1
and returned to Australia to design, test and
patent his rotary hoe. In 1928 the first rotary hoe
was exported to England and later manufactured
by Howard’s of Bedford ( no relation of Cliff
Howard). 1930 saw Howard Cultivators Ltd in
England being set up and from there they went
from strength to strength and firmly established
themselves as a supplier of quality products. By
1974 Howard were building various machines
and were registered at the address of Howard
Rotavator Co Ltd, Saxham, Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk, and in this year the company had eight
directors including a J A Howard, the only one of
the eight with the Howard name.

THE HOWARD ROTOSPREADER.
In Howard’s 1974 rota spreader brochures
they claimed that their spreaders were
Britain’s most popular muck and slurry
spreader and that three out of every four
farmers buying a new spreader choose to
buy a rota spreader. This claim was later
proven by the number of Howard rota
spreaders seen working throughout the UK

16
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and almost everyone can say they
remember one being owned or used
locally.
Their simple design meant
maintenance was minimal, and they
handled every type of manure, and
because they spread to the side
meant the operator could see his work
and maintain a nice even finish on
his work. So popular were the rota
spreaders that they won a Queens
award for Innovation, this was the
second such award for Howard who
earlier obtained an innovation award
for their legendary rotavator.
The 1974 brochure shows the range of
their three machines, the 100 was the

smallest with a 2.5m3 capacity, next
was the 150 with a 4.2m3 capacity
and then the 250 model which was
the largest with a 5.5m3 capacity.
The 250 model was heavily reinforced
and aimed at contract work; the 250
also had larger wheels, a fail safe
braking system and a quick change
4 speed rotor to make the best of
every type of material and model of
tractor. All models were built to last
with drums mounted on sturdy steel
beam frames, angled bracing added
extra support. The tractor pto supplies
power to the chain and sprocket
drive on the flail spreader, this in turn
rotates the flail tube which has two
fixed flail arms and 28 chains with
steel heads. The fast revolving flails

Ireland’s Farm and Model Magazine

shred the manure and eject it through
the open side. The side openings were
long and wide allowing easy loading
and the extra wide loading lip added
extra strength to the drum area.
JOHN DEERE MANURE SPREADERS.
Howard also built rota spreaders
for John Deere and they were the
identical models to the 100, 150
and 250 models but sold in green
by John Deere as the EP 10, EP15
and EP25 models. The “HOWARD”
and “ROTASPREADER” names were
registered to Howard and for this
reason John Deere had to sell the
machines as either manure spreaders
or flail spreaders.
17
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HOWARD MODEL
The idea of a Howard 250 model build began some 3 years
ago when a friend asked if I could make him two as a
neighbouring contractor he used to work for had owned
a pair of them. He supplied me with the original brochure
but the immediate problem that came to mind was the
fact that the 250 model has a larger drum diameter than
the smaller 150 model and this meant the model couldn’t
be based on the Britain’s model. Therefore scratch
building was the only option.
THE DRUM CHALLENGE.
My first step was now to find a suitable tube of some kind
that was exactly the correct diameter when scaled down
from the real machine. This proved very difficult indeed as
anything that was found was either too large or too small
or the wall thickness was incorrect for my application.
Time passed by and the hunt continued until one day I
was in my local B&Q and found a pipe adaptor that looked
like exactly what id been after, it was larger at one side
than the other and the larger side was exactly the correct
dimensions for my job.
So now the build began and as I was working in Scotland
I decided to utilise my spare time in the evenings and the
entire builds including the painting was done over a four
week period in Scotland. I contacted a friend who collects
John Deere models and asked if he’d be interested in a
John Deere version of the 250 to which he jumped at the

chance. So with two Howard’s being
originally requested and the John
Deere ep25 I decided to build a third
for myself and make it a unique one
off build of the batch of four.
STARTING THE BUILD.
My first step was to cut the tube to
the correct length and mark out the
side and top openings from which
the material is discharged. With the
cutting done I now shaped the ends
from plasticard and fitted them when
I felt they were perfect. With the
main drum now taking shape the
next step was to make the lid and its
hinging arrangements.
The lid was cut from the same tubing
that the drums were cut from and
this provided the small round that
was necessary. With this cut out it
could now be hinged and fitted and
the reinforcing plate made and fitted
to it that was a unique feature of the
250 model. The centre of the drum
was drilled out for the flail rotor axle
and now my attention turned to the
reinforcing plates at the bottom of
the drum which again was a unique
feature of the 250 model. When this
was shaped it was fitted and now
the gearbox housing at the front
was made which completed the
drum build. A point worth noting is
that neither the 250 nor the EP25
model had the option of a hydraulic
lid but instead a lever which when
pulled up opened the lid. Because
it wouldn’t be possible to replicate
the arrangement in 1/32 scale due to
nuts and bolts and brass bar being
available or workable in such fine
form a very clever design was called
for so as the lid would open by bar
and would be neatly hidden when
the lid was closed.
The frame for the model never
created any problems from the
beginning and was constructed
wholly of brass including the axle

18
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for strength. Decals were reproduced
from original material and the
Queens Award symbol was hunted
down and also reproduced. With
these being made I added the
parking jack and then ordered brass
chains to make the flails. Fitting
these to the rotors was very time
consuming indeed and the rotor
and its axle were made so that they
could be painted separately to the
rest of the model.
PAINTING.
To try and paint it all together would
have left a shadowy low quality
finish inside the drum. I primered
and painted the flail chains and their
rotors separately by applying several
very light coats of both primer and
paint so as the fine chain wouldn’t
clog up the paint. The main body
was joined to the frame and this
received primer and several coats
of carefully colour matched paint
until a good deep rich finish was

achieved. With the frame and flail
rotor now painted they were set
aside for 2 weeks while awaiting
the decals, during this time a
suitable wheel was hunted down
and this too proved very difficult
due to the odd size. It would have
been too expensive to have had a
wheel specially made for the model
as my original estimated time to
complete the model was exceeded
considerably and I didn’t want to add
more cost to an agreement made.
The 250 model builds have been
enjoyable and more so because I
now have one for my own collection
which means much more than
monetary payment as you model

collectors will know. It would be
difficult for me to pick a favourite
from either the Howard or John Deere
version as both are equally unique.
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MODEL PHOTOGRAPHY
< MODEL
WINNER
GARY MCKINSTRY.
COUNTY 1474 AND A
CARGO TRAILER LOAD
OF GRAIN GETTING
BOGGED DOWN.

< RUNNERS UP >
(LEFT) GARY MCKINSTRY
- (NEW HOLLAND AND
JOSKIN SLURRY TANKER).
(RIGHT) DOMINIC MARSHALL
- FORD 7810 AND RUSCON
SLURRY TANKER.

FARMING IN ACTION

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT

SAM WATSON. JAMES D TOWNLEY AND SON COMBINING.
ROY MASSEY. PORTER CONTRACTS COMBINING WITH A CLAAS LEXION 670.
SAM WATSON. JAMES D TOWNLEY AND SON HARVESTING MAIZE.
JACK KERRY. FORD TW25 BALING STRAW NEAR COACHFORD, CO. CORK.
FINBAR BYRNE. JOHN DEERE 7280R
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FARMING IN ACTION
FARMING IN
ACTION
WINNER >
PETER GAFFNEY. JD
7280R + MF 2190 BALER
OWNED BY PAUD FLYNN
+ SONS OF RUSH, CO.
DUBLIN.

< RUNNERS UP >
(LEFT) PETER GAFFNEY COUNTRY CREST FARMING,
LUSK, CO. DUBLIN
HARVESTING WINTER BARLEY
WITH A CLAAS LEXION 760TT.
(RIGHT) ALAN HOPPS.
MF TRACTORS CUTTING
2ND/3RD CUT GRASS,
BESSBROOK.
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TinyLife is Northern Ireland’s Premature and Vulnerable Baby Charity
dedicated to reducing premature birth, illness, disability and death in babies.
Every day in Northern Ireland 7 babies are born too soon, some will arrive as
early as 24 weeks and weigh as little as 1lb!
TinyLife offers a range of family support services for the parents of premature
babies.
Hospital to home visitation Service
Breast Pump Loan Service
Dads for Dads Service
Baby Yoga and Baby Massage
Family Activity Mornings
TinyLife also funds research.
TinyLife depends on the generosity of our donors and local business.
All funds raised in Northern Ireland support families in Northern Ireland
although the results of research benefit babies’ worldwide.
TinyLife is currently recruiting Family Support and Fundraising Volunteers.
Visit www.tinylife.org.uk for information on fundraising events.
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BY ROY MASSEY, PETER NIBLOCK
WE TAKE A LOOK AT SLOAN CONTRACTS FROM COUNTY
ANTRIM. THE SLOAN FAMILY TAKE US THROUGH
AN INTERESTING JOURNEY OF THEIR CONTRACTING
BUSINESS DOWN THROUGH THE YEARS.

SLOAN
CONTRACTS
Mr John Sloan purchased a David Brown vak1 tractor in
1949. This was used for ploughing and discing work. In
1956 a Garvie Thresher was bought and this provided
plenty of contract work around the country. He would
have carried out binding with a 6ft binder and other
duties such as spreading dung.
In 1960 hay marking was the method of storing fodder
so Mr Sloan bought a International B46 baler. It was a
worthwhile purchase with over 22,000 bales being made
in the year.
Mr Sloan tried all makes of tractors over the years
including Farmall, Nuffield, Ford and David Brown.
In 1965 He bought a Dania trailed combine. A year later
this was replaced by a used Claas SF bagger combine. To
reduce labour and increase productivity it was upgraded
to a Claas Matador tanker combine.

JONATHAN SLOAN

Owning a combine meant a grain drier was a necessary
piece of machinery so a Gascoigne continuous flow drier
was bought.
Silage making became popular in the 1970’s. The Sloans
started with a 53 inch Taarup in 1972, progressing to
a New Holland double chop in 1975, then a Taarup in
1976. In 1980 they went down the precision chop road
with a Deutz Fahr. The Sloans tried other manufacturers
including JF and Pottinger with a New Holland 2305 self
propelled arriving in 1998.
As farming methods changed new machinery was
needed for. In 1973 slurry started so a 1000 gallon
Fleming tanker arrived on the Sloan farm.

7000. In the 1980’s a Ford 7610 followed a 6610. Then
it was into the popular 40 series tractors and the TM
range. A MF 6290 was bought and was pleased with it
and this led to a MF fleet for the last nine years.

The Sloans having started with a David Brown tractor
worked through other tractor brands including Nuffield,
Farmall and Renault. They had a number of Fords over
the years including a 4000, 5000 then progressing to a

Jonathan’s top three tractors over the years would be
a Ford 7000, 7740 and a MF 6290. They all proved very
reliable and required little work over the years. The 7740
is still on the farm and has over 16,000 hours on it.
23
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SLOAN CONTRACTS 2012.
Sloan Contracts is based near Randalstown, County Antrim.
It is now run by Mr Sloan’s son, Jonathan who entered the
business in 1983. They employ two fulltime workers with
additional staff during busy periods. Their contract work
includes slurry, ploughing, drilling and ground preparation
as well as hedge cutting and some combining.
Their main activity in summer months is grass harvesting
cutting around 4000 acres within a 15 mile radius of
Portglenone. Job size will vary from farms of 20 acres to
250 acres.
year; its main job is mowing and slurry. He is very well
pleased with the Fendt stating that it drives the mowers
easily and is a very economical tractor to run.
The Fendt 828 is powered by a Deutz, 6.06-litre engine
and recorded the lowest ever fuel consumption in an
independent Powermix test carried out by the German
DLG Test Centre in 2011.
Sloan Contracts run a Claas 940 harvester which was bought
in 2011. It clocks up around 600 hours a year. Average
speed is 6-7 mph and can achieve 130-140 acres a day in
good sized fields in a 15 hour day. The Claas 940 is fitted
with a 3m grass header and a 5.2m header for whole crop.
He previously had run a Claas 850, followed by a Claas 870.
He is very happy with the Claas and says they are a handy
straight forward harvester which performs well.
A Fendt 828 powers a set of Kuhn FC883 mowers. The
Kuhn’s working width is 8.8 metres and in good sized fields
can mow around 15 acres an hour mounting to 200 + acres
per day. Jonathan is very happy with the Kuhn mowers.
He had a Claas set previously which he was pleased with
except that they were on springs.
He comments, “The Kuhn mowers were bought in
2010 and have performed well. They work well and the
conditioner is excellent. The only improvement would be
that the mowers could sit closer to the tractor to improve
weight distribution.”
Jonathon had considered a Big M for mowing when
changing the mowers. He explains “If we were cutting
more acres we might favour a Big M but the mowers are
a cheaper option with less depreciation and less upkeep.”
He points out that a Big M would be parked up for some
months of the year whereas the Fendt can be used for
other activities.
A Fendt 920 was the previous mowing tractor. They have
upgrade to the 280 hp Fendt 828 which is in the optional
darker green colour. It is fitted with chrome exhaust, silver
rims and different nose cone.
It was purchased in 2011 averaging around 600 hours a

Drawing away from the Claas is a fleet of three tier three
MF 6480’s and Kane 16 ton half pipe trailers. They
previously had a MF 6290 which performed well and they
progressed to a MF 6480 tier 2. The MF 6480 tier 3 tractors
are fitted with the dyna 6 gearbox and are economical and
should hold their value.
Sloan Contracts have used many different trailers over the
years including Fraser, Marshall, Kilkenny, Thompsons and
Herrons.
A New Holland 6030 works a Kuhn 30ft rake while a JCB
414s pushes up the grass at the pit.
Slurry is also a major part of the contracting business with
a NC 2050 and two 3000 gallon tankers being operated with
dribble bars. This allows for two umbilical systems to be in
operation,
Sloan Contracts purchase a lot of machinery from John
McElderry’s, Ballymoney. They are pleased with their
performance of their tractors and with the service and
backup support which McElderry’s provide.
The Sloan contracting story provides a great insight into
how farming and machinery has developed over the last
60 years.
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CI ARAN DUNNE OF PERFECT
32 SPEAK S TO US O N H OW
HI S MOD EL M AKING CAREER
D EVEL OPED . HE PRO VIDES
I N SI G HT I N TO H IS MODEL
BUI L D I N G SKILLS A ND HIS MOST
R ECEN T PROJECT.

I ALWAYS MADE MY
OWN MODELS AND
MY OWN FARMS AS A
CHILD. IF IT WASN’T
AVAILABLE TO BUY IN
THE SHOPS THEN I’D
MAKE IT.

How did you develop an interest in
model making?
My interest in model making started,
like many other farmers’ sons,
with the usual assortment of farm
models, toy tractors and machinery
I had at home. I always made my
own models and my own farms as a
child. If it wasn’t available to buy in
the shops then I’d make it.

Making a carEEr
out oF ModEl
Making!

Ireland’s Farm and Model Magazine

After school what courses did you
do?
I decided to go into architectural
model making as a career when I
left school. I did a PLC art course in
Colaiste Mhuire,Thurles. I did work
experience with Gerd Crawly Model
Makers in Bray Co. Wicklow. After the
PLC I got into Arts University College,
Bournemouth, the best model
makers university in the UK.
There I did a three-year modelmaking course, which attracts
students from all over the world and
covers just about everything to do
with the subject.
What did the model making course
teach you?
College pretty much taught me how
to make pretty much anything out of
anything, from plastic, metal, resin

PIC 1 - THE BRASS PARTS (ETCHINGS) CUT OF
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PIC 2 - ALL THE PARTS OF THE S&M SAW AFTER IT HAS BEEN FITTED TO
THE TM155 MODEL BEFORE PAINTING AND ASSEMBLY
and fibreglass. On the computing
side, there is 3D modelling, special
effects for filming and also prototype
building.
FOR MY FINAL YEAR
BRIEF, I NEEDED
TO PICK OUT
SOMETHING GOOD,
SO I PICKED A

So how did you get started making
farm models?
In my final year, things took an
agricultural turn. In the last year in
college, we had to design our own
brief. I tried to get drawings of the
big skyscraper in Dubai Burj Khalifa,
but couldn’t get detailed enough
drawings of it to continue making it.

HEDGE CUTTER
One of my friends had bought a
model of an agricultural machine and

NGS) CUT OFF THE SHEET

PERFECT32 WORKSHOP
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PIC 3
paid a lot of money for it. When I
looked at pictures of the real thing,
I didn’t really see the detail in the
model and I knew from the course
that I could do much better.
“For my final year brief, I needed to
pick out something good, so I picked
a hedge cutter as it seemed to have
a lot of complex parts and a silage
trailer as they seemed to be a good
seller.
As the saying goes it snowballed
from there.
Is model making now your full time
job?
No. I wish it was. When any of the
local contractors are busy and need
extra drivers, “if I can, I drive for
them.” I find this helps me see the
machinery from a new perspective
and when I go back to making
models I have a fresh view on
things.
Spring to summer is my quietest
time so I work a contractor up the
road. I do abit of everything with
them, from dung to ploughing etc.
My main job with them is either
loader work or ridging the spud
ground.
27
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After the spuds are planted I go to
another contractor to draw silage. In
between times I work on the home
farm for my Dad.
Did you ever think you would make
models fulltime?
Yes, I did. That is my plan, when and
if this recession ends!

FOR MY FINAL YEAR
BRIEF, I NEEDED
TO PICK OUT
SOMETHING GOOD,
SO I PICKED A

What has been your most difficult
model build?
The designing of the Dooley has to
be the most difficult so far.
What has been your most enjoyable
build?
I have really enjoyed making the
saws.
Are there any particular machines
that you would like to make a model
of?
A Massey Ferguson 290 as it’s
what I learnt to drive on. It’s still
going strong on our farm with over
20,000 hours on it. I would also
like to make a McHale HS2000 + 998
wrapper as I think they would make
a real nice model.

HEDGE CUTTER

THE FINISHED S&M SAW
Do you have any tips or advice for
any up and coming model builders?
Don’t take criticism in a bad way. Let
it be a way of improving. Never be
afraid to ask for help.
One thing I cannot understand is
all the secrecy in agricultural model
making. A lecturer in uni told me one
day. If you tell someone how to do
something you will get three times
more information back.”

THE MODELS THAT I MAKE.
Most of the models I make I have
worked with or I admire. The
McConnell hedge cutters are my
favourite models as I have put so
much time into them and it really
shows when people see them and
ask “how... where... do you start
something like that?” .
The Dooley silage/grain trailers were
the most confusing and biggest
learning curve as getting everything
to fit correctly was very hard to do
as they are nearly built the same
way as the real ones!
The bale handlers and shear grabs
are probably the best models to sell
as they are relatively strong enough
for the careful carpet farmer and
are popular as every farmer and
contractor has one. I offer them
in most colours and with different
stickers,
I don’t do that many custom models
as they can take up a lot of time and
are more of a way of showing people
my skills when it does not involve
using any computer added cutting.
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the saw it is not so easy to do this.
I have to build each one separately
onto every tractor as the real ones
have different designs too.
I always use a paper mock up of a
model first to make sure it looks
right and I have not made any major
mistakes before I send the drawings
off to my acid etched into brass
sheets. This is expensive to get the
tooling made for the first one.

I find custom builds are a good way
of getting my mind to really start
thinking again as when you make
100 bale handlers in one go it gets
repetitive!
DESIGNING
This is the part of every model that
needs very careful thought! I have to
decide:
Exactly how many I will make.
How much detail is required to make
the model look authentic.
And decide on a price that the
models will actually sell for without
going over the top with the hours
The higher the quantity of a model
needed the longer it takes to design.

Where do you get your brass
etchings? (Pic 1)
I get my brass etchings from the UK.
It can be done at home but it is very
messy and not very accurate. There
are lots of different companies that
do this and finding the best one is
by trial and error. Etchings can be
done on brass, phosphor, bronze,
copper, nickel, silver and also
stainless steel.
Can you provide some info on the
skill of soldering and working with
brass?
I find working with brass is the
easiest way to replicate a machine.
It is a skill that gets better the more
you work with it and by finding the
best method suited to you.

Ireland’s Farm and Model Magazine

The down side to it is that brass and
solder is not cheap and takes a little
longer to make. When combined with
etchings and a good fast efficient
production line it can be very fast
but only in high numbers of models.
I make jigs and tools for holding
parts in place when soldering parts
together. I always solder on a heat
mat so as not to burn the table. This
also reduces the heat needed for
soldering and stops the fumes from
burning wood getting into my eyes
and lungs.
Do your eyes get sore from
modelling?
The answer is yes. After focusing
on small model parts all day, I
sometimes have to close my eyes for
5 minutes before I drive the car, as
my eyes get blurry.
Have you any tips for model builders
who want to learn how to solder?
Don’t be afraid to give it a go. It
takes time to learn to solder so don’t
expect the first job to be perfect. If
you need any help, please contact
me and I will do my best to help
you.

It seems to be the more complicated
the drawing the faster it is to make
the models.
How many models do you make in a
batch?
I never know how many models to
make at a time but I usually try to
make enough to last for one year in
one batch.
I figure out the best and most
efficient way of building them. For
29
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S&M
MODEL

BUILD
S&M Trailers manufacture a wide
range of trailers suitable for agri
and construction usage. Their trailer
range includes general purpose
tipping trailers, cattle trailers and
twin axle bale trailers.

As well as trailer construction S+M
Trailers offer a machinery and repair
service for most modern makes of
tractors and farm machinery. They
also have a large store of spare
parts for most makes of tractors and
machinery.
S&M Trailers have over 28 years
experience in hedge cutting. Their
flagship model is a super durable
long reach saw. The design and
fabrication of this beauty was all
done in house.

S&M S AW

S&M Trailers are based in Graffin,
Clonmore, Templemore, Co. Tipperary.
This hedge cutter can be built to suit
any make of tractor and colour coded
to suit too. It has a large hydraulic
oil capacity with servo hydraulics
which is fully independent. All
moving parts have been fitted with
bushings for long life and trouble
free operation. All the steel used is
high quality hot rolled certified steel.
This hedge cutter can reach up to 30
foot if required. It is truly a state of
the art hedge cutter.
S+M Trailers (Sheamus and Maura
Coonan) asked me to make this
model over a year ago! After a long
wait I have finally mastered it.
It is a model of one of their
customers and local contractors
Robert O’Shea’s Saw, This saw was
featured in Farm and plant last year
and is the strongest saw on the
market, offering the greatest safety
when cutting large trees.
This model has a lot of time
consuming angles! As it is mostly
box and rectangular section it takes
a lot of very accurate measuring and
cutting. I made a mock up using A4
paper which took 2 hours to do.

The S+M saw is fully made from
brass.
It’s very different to most models
where I can make most parts
separately and they all fit together
after spraying
Each model has to be built fully and
put together before spraying to make
sure it all fits to the tractor as every
saw fits differently to each tractor!
I made 20 saws in this batch so I
could save time later building. When
someone wants one on their tractor,
I have a third of the work done
before they order. Then I only have
to build it onto the model, spray it
and put it together.
The finishing touches nearly take
as long as making the model as
there are just so many pipes that go
everywhere! It took 20-35 hours to
build the saw.
To see more of Ciaran’s model builds
or to order online
visit www.perfect-32.com
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MODEL
TIPS
HOW TO CREATE A ROAD
MO DEL S CENIC EXP ERT P HI L M AGOL AN GI VE S U S A S T E P B Y S T EP GU I D E
O N H OW TO CREATE A ROAD F OR YOU R M OD E L L AYOU T.
TO START
You need to use Dry sand (not wet sand). You can buy playsand (this sand is washed and cleaned and has a
low salt content “Its safe for kids”) from any Argos store or toy shop for about £2.99 a bag. This will last you
a year or more. Take a cup of sand, sprinkle it onto newspaper and keep it out of reach of any children and
“cats” some where so it can dry out - Check it every day till it runs through your fingers
2) Start with a mix of
50/50 water & PVA with
a dash of washing up
liquid. Paint this onto
your surface.
3) Sprinkle the dry
sand over the glue.
Wait a minute or two
then shake off the
excess and leave to
dry over night.
4) Before you start
painting use a two
inch brush and brush
off the excess.
5) Use craft acrylic
black base coat for the
road. For tracks/lanes
use Burnt umba for the
base coat. Leave to dry
for one to two hours or
speed up the process
by using a hair dryer
and let the surface
cool down before you
star painting.
6) Dry brushing - Easy
to do. For the road
use grey acrylic. You
will need an old tea

towel and a 1 & 2 inch
clean brush. Load your
brush with paint and
wipe the paint off with
your old tea towel and
lightly brush over the
sand in one direction
and keep doing this
till you are satisfied
with the result. What
you are doing is
picking out the raised
sand with your paint.
You should be able
to see some black
underneath.
7) For tracks and
lanes use light brown
acrylic and follow
step6.
8) Highlights use White
acrylic and follow
step6.
9) If your not happy
with the result just
paint over again in the
base colour.
Next issue: more how
to tips for your model
layout.
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WARD CONTRACTS
PH OTOS BY P ETE COYN E
FARM MOD EL DIO RA MAS H AVE BECOM E VE RY POPU L AR I N
R ECEN T Y EARS. AGRIVIEW REPORTS ON C AM PB EL L WARD ’ S GRAS S
HARVESTI N G LAYOUT, “WA RD CONTRAC T S.”

PIC 2
PIC 1

Modellers will usually base their
diorama on a farm they have worked
on or around machinery they have
driven. Campbell Ward from Crumlin,
Co. Antrim was brought up using
Ford’s and New Hollands on his home
farm and for McRobert’s Contracts.

In the last couple of years Campbell
has created a diorama for local
model shows. These have features
grass harvesting scenes as well as
ploughing, mowing and sowing scenes.
MOWING

Campbell is a fan of the New Holland
TM 155 as he drove one of these for
drawing grass. However he rates the
Ford 5000 as his favourite tractor as
he has a real 5000 at home.

Campbell has created a very realistic
mowing scene using a Krone Big M.
He has used a light colour mat for the
grass stubble with a darker green mat
for the uncut sward of grass. He has
also left a strip of grass around the
edge of the field. A beacon bar and
driver have been added to the model
for more realism.

Campbell has around 40 New Holland
conversions in his collection as well
as trailers, JCB shovels, etc. He rates
the Universal Hobbies Ford 7810 and a
TM 155 conversion by Fred Mitchell as
the top two models in his collection.

With a couple of harvesters on the
go at Ward Contracts a New Holland
TVT 170 is pictured on a set of Class
mowers as part of the mowing team.
The TVT 170 was a conversion by Andy
Johnston. (Pic 2)

The model was made up from a Siku
CS 150 cab and mudguards, a Britain’s
TSA bonnet. The wheels were from a
UH Deutz TTV model.
PIC
RAKING
A New Holland TM155 is seen hitched
to a Claas Line 30ft rake conversion
model. The TM 155 was another
conversion by Andy Johnston. A
Britain’s TSA chassis was used with
the bonnet coming from a Britain’s
TM165. A PDC remould cab, Deutz
wheels and diamond lights were fitted
to create a very realistic model.
HARVESTING
At the Moira 2011 show Campbell
created three different harvesting
scenes. First up was a nice classic
scene. A New Holland 7840 is driving a
Mengele SH40 trailed harvester which
was scratch built by Brian O’Reilly.
A 7740 is pictured drawing away a
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PI C 4
Chris Irwin made Kane Trailer. These
tractors were made from the Britain’s
TM165 chassis with UH Valtra wheels
and beacons added. Handrails,
mirrors and drivers were added. A
sunroof has also been cut out. The
7840 has a grey weight with the 7740
weight painted blue. (Pic 4)

filling a Kane trailer towed by a New
Holland TM155. The header on the
harvester has been chopped down
to the correct scale. An applicator
and drums have been added to the
harvester. A driver with New Holland
overalls has been added to create a
very realistic scene.
Campbell has decaled the harvester
with Ward Contracts.

PIC 3
A realistic grass sward has been
created by chopping up fake moss.
Campbell is a fan of the FX harvester
having drawn alongside one. A Fred
Mitchell FX 60 conversion is pictured

The final harvest on his display was
a Siku Claas 960. It is filling a Kane
half pipe silage trailer commissioned
by Sam Snellin. A Fred Mitchell New
Holland 7060 model is drawing the
trailer. The 7060 is fitted with Fendt
wheels and wafer weights.

PIC 5
the silo with hedges on each side.
Realistic gateways form part of his
layout with stone fill in.
Two JCB 416’s shovels are seen in
action at the pit. (Pic 5) These are
conversions with bigger wheels,
beacons and drivers have been
added. The Britain’s buck rake tines
have been painted red.

AT THE PIT.
There is plenty of action at the pit.
Campbell has created a soil bank
silo. A concrete laneway leads up to

Campbell has created an excellent
display using converted models and
simple materials like carpet mats and
fake moss to good effect.
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SPOT THE

HAZARDS

Produced by HSENI
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INTERVIEW

WITH

AG RI VI EW SP OKE TO NOEL SMALL A B OU T HI S I M PRE S S I VE F I AT
MOD EL AN D B RO CHURE CO LLECTIO N.

NOEL SMALL

What is your day job?
From my early teen’s right up into my
twenties I’ve worked on a dairy farm
while studying. I current work for an
Electrical Health & Safety company
which specialises in Appliance testing,
Asset Tagging, Thermal Imaging and
Fixed Installation Testing.
County you live in?
County Down.
How long have you been collecting
models?
I have been collecting models since
an early age; however I stopped for
many years as I collected all the
Britain’s models I was interested in.
It was by chance one Christmas that
I stumbled across Siku models in a
local toy shop. I was amazed at the
quality which has come a long way
from Britain’s. This inspired me to
start collecting again.
Can you give your favourite farming
memory from your younger days?
My favourite farming memory has
to be cutting grass in summer. I
remember my dad taking me down
through the fields in his van to see
the local farmer lift grass. He used a
Fiat 160-90 (Biggest HP tractor in the
area at the time) with a Taarup 622
trailed harvester. The snort of the Fiat
pulling the harvester and seven ton
Kane trailer up the steep hills was
amazing. A Zetor 7711 was used to
draw the grass to the silo where it
was buck raked in with a Fiat 80-90. I
remember this as if it was yesterday.

Do you prefer modern machinery or
the classic machine? Why?
I like modern machinery and amazed
at how technology has advanced
through the years but prefer the
classics. Why? I’ve spent many years
working with older tractors, where
the brakes weren’t the best, and you
were grinding every now and again
to get into gear. You had none of the
fancy computers or clutch less gear
boxes, back then. (sounding old here)
You drove a tractor, you knew all
its quirks, I guess it was part of the
charm and charisma of working on a
farm.
How many models roughly have you
currently in your collection?
That’s a hard question to answer, I’ve
lost count as it’s kind of snowballed
out of control the last few years, but
I would guess somewhere about 750

models from tractors to conversion to
scratch built silage trailers.
Do you collect limited edition models?
I used to collect limited edition
tractors of all brands, but it’s nearly
impossible to keep up with all
the manufacturers’ releases so I
concentrate on models that I can
relate to.
Do you collect all sorts of models or
do you collect specific models?
At the start I would have collected
pretty much anything in 1:32 scale,
but as time has went on I’ve decided
to concentrate more on scratch built
models which stand out more.
What scale do you collect?
I collect 1:32 farm models purely
because it’s the most popular scale
for Farm models.

NOE L S M AL L B ES I D E HI S I M PRE S S I VE M OD E L C OL L E C TIO N

35

24 Page AgriView Magazine A4.indd 35

23/10/2012 10:06

Ireland’s Farm and Model Magazine

First Edition

Do you collect tractors or implements
or both?
I would have collected mainly tractors
as these were more readily available.
However now with the ever increasing
range of models available I would
prefer to collect implements.
What is your favourite model
manufacturer and why?
I can’t say there’s one particular
model manufacturer that stands out,
though I do like ROS and Replicagri as
they make Fiat models.
Where does your Fiat addiction come
from?
From an early age I’ve always been
interested in farming and machinery.
I grew up beside a dairy farm which
had two Fiat tractors, a 160-90 and
80-90, the later being replaced many
years ago with an 88-94. When was
younger I wished that some day I
would get the chance to drive these
tractors and luckily enough got
a summer job on the farm and it
started from there.
How many Fiats have you in your
collection?
I have around 40 Fiats in my
collection, ranging from the Britain’s
90-90, L95, and M160 through to
the latest releases from ROS and
Replicagri.
What is your favourite Fiat in your
collection?
Without a doubt it would have to be
the ROS 160-90 because I worked with
this tractor for many years.
What is your favourite brochure and
why?
My favourite brochure would be the
Fiat 160-90 Big Fiats range; purely
because this was one of the first
tractors I drove and spent the most
time in.

NOE LS F I AT B ROC HU RE C OL L E C T I ON
How many brochures do you have in
your collection?
I have 92 brochures and leaflets.
What are your top 3 models in your
collection? Can either be standard or
scratch built / conversion?
1. ROS Fiat 160-90
2. ROS Fiat G240
3. PES Creation T7 210 Fiat Power
What is your favourite scratch built
conversion?
Without a doubt my favourite scratch
built conversion would have to be a
Redrock 2000 Gallon field tanker. This
model holds a lot of sentiment as it
was the last model my dad bought for
me before he passed away.

show. A few months later we held
a show in Andrews memorial hall,
Comber and it all snowballed from
there to what’s now know as the
Moira Model Club.

N OE L S B U RREN B A N E FAR M LAYOUT

Is there a particular model that you
haven’t in your collection that you
would like to buy or a model that
you would love to see made by a
manufacturer?
The F series Fiat would make a great
addition to the collection; thankfully
ROS has listened to the collectors
and are in early stages of production.
Hopefully if all goes well it might be
released just in time for Christmas.

What is Burrenbane Farm based on?
Burrenbane farm is named after an
area of land where my late father
farmed. It was passed down through
generations and is now leased out to
tenant farmers.

When and how did you start
displaying?
By chance one winters evening
I was browsing the internet and
stumbled upon a farm model forum,
it was there I met fellow collectors
throughout Northern Ireland and
further a field. A member on the
forum suggested we hold a display

What does this hobby mean to you?
What do you enjoy about it etc?
As with any hobby, I get great
enjoyment out of it, whether it’s
bidding on models on eBay, finding
rare brochures or buying new models.
I’ve made many new friends through
collecting models and attending
shows.
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The other demo was a New Holland
T7210 which was a lovely going
tractor really and I thought was a big
improvement from the TM range.

AGRI V I EW C ATC H E S U P WIT H T HE BYRNE
B ROT H E RS W H O WO RK FOR T WO D I F F ERE NT
AGRI CO NT R ACTO R S IN COUNT Y D OWN.

CONTRACTOR
DRIVER FOCUS
FINBAR BYRNE
Contractor: John Dan O’Hare
Main machinery fleet: John Deere
and New Holland Tractors. Two
Claas harvesters and two John
Deere harvesters and 8 New Holland
combines. Krone Big M 420.
Driver duties: I work between a JCB 3
cx digger and tractor

Any new machinery additions to
the fleet: Yes, four new John Deere
6930’s. Three of which are standards.
A Volvo L90 loading shovel which is
one mean machine on the silo and a
JCB 416
Have you had any demonstrators
recently: We had a New Holland
W170c shovel out. Everyone that
drove her thought she was a mighty
shovel, some said they preferred the
New Holland to the JCB 416. However
they all favoured the Volvo.

How has the weather affected your job
problems acres per day: The weather
was a nightmare in the month of June.
I think there were only seven days at
silage. We were fortunate we had a bit
of ground work on a job in Belfast to
take some of the men through June.
The track diggers were even quiet as
nobody wanted to do any work on the
farm. The acres cut per day were well
back between as we were not getting
going early morning and having to half
fill trailers to avoid marking ground.
Winter Barley yields are down about a
ton and straw yields are back as well.
What have you being doing the last
month? : During the past few weeks I
have had a selection of jobs between
drawing silage and whole crop to
turning, baling and delivering straw.
When the sun came out there we were
working flat out, working seven days a
week at times to catch up on the work.
Do you have any breakdown stories?:
As usual there have been a few break
downs especially when there is a
Big M in the yard. It gives a few silly
problems.

37

24 Page AgriView Magazine A4.indd 37

23/10/2012 10:06

Ireland’s Farm and Model Magazine

First Edition

Have you any funny stories from your work?:
A few years ago we were lifting grass for a farmer
outside Rostrevor which was a two hour round trip.
He has two different silos which are an hour apart.
I was drawing the first load and I thought it was for
the Rostrevor silo. When I got there the two silos
were covered so I rang the shovel driver to see
where he was. He told me he was sitting at the out
farm near Banbridge!

DAVID BYRNE
Contractor: Ivan Megaw
Main machinery fleet: John Deere
fleet.
Driver duties: I do abit of everything
but mainly shovel work and
ploughing. The shovel is a Volvo L60E
which I like a lot. I plough with a
John Deere 7280r and a Kverneland 5
furow plough with 28 boards. This is
unusual and is mainly down to the
ground we plough in.
How long have you worked at
Megaws?: I worked for 3 years at
Megaws then I went to drive lorries
for a while. I am now back five and a
half years.

D AV I D B Y RN E

Any new machinery additions to
the fleet: Yes a John Deere 7750
harvester, A JD 7280R, 6210R and a
6930 tractor. John Deere butterfly
mowers. A JD 644 round baler and a
T560 Hillmaster combine.
Have you had any demonstrators
recently: We had a John Deere 990
belt baler which performed well.
What have you being doing the last
month?: During the past number
of weeks everything is being
crammed into any dry days. I have
been combining, baling straw and
ploughing for grass and OSR.

What is your verdict on the John
Deere 7280r? It is lovely to drive,
powerful with good manoeuvrability.
I prefer it to the John Deere 8330
that I ploughed with. The 8330 had
powershift and would have been
slow in reverse whereas the 7280r is
quick in reverse.
Do you have any funny stories?
One of the guys was told to take the
Berlingo van to Fane Valley to get
wrap and get as much as possible.
He did exactly what he was told
and filled the van to the neck.
Unfortunately the weight of the wrap
broke the back axle of the van.

What is your favourite job at
Megaws? Without a doubt it has to
be ploughing.
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